
Bill Would 
Raise Fines 
For Building 
Violations 

A Maryland lawmaker said yester- 
day that he would introduce legisla- 
tion to increase fines for building vio- 
lations in Mnntgomery County and 
give the county's Planning Board the 
power to subpoena witnesses and 
compel testimony in etdorcement 
cases. 

The prupod by Del. William A. 
Ilronrott (D-Montgomery) would be 
one u l  a series of changes in thc coun- 
ty's oversight of development spurred 
by the revelation this year that hun- 
dreds of buildings at CIarksburg 
Tuwn Center, a community of 1,300 
homes nurth of Germantown, were 
built too high and too close to the 
street. 

The Planning Board found itself un- 
able to compel witnesses, including 
former county planner Wynn Wit- 
thans. to test* at hearings it held on 
Clarksburg in October and Novcmber. 

Wtthans resigned from the Depart- 
ment of Park and Planning in June af- 
ter acknowledging she had dtered 

. . 

Sr>r MOUTGOM FRY. HH. I:r~l 3 



Bill Would Raise Fines for Building Violations 

Clarklhrirg plannitl~ dr~curn~cts. 
'i'hc pl~nning depar tment  staff has rec. 

omnended that the board f ine the dcvel 
upcr, San Dirg~,-hasp11 hewland Cumnu- 
n i t i c ,  at({! f ibre  h i~ddvr s  lip to $3.1 million 
for the violations, hut a iinal decision on 
fines aw~i t s  thtl outcnmi. ui rlos6d duor 
medialiurl that began yrarrdajv 

Bronruit said hi.: Ir&lation. if ap- 
proved, would ~ c t  as a r1etc:rent. *Wc 
must ;lnsurc t h ~ i  vinl;ttion~ rxcrcd the 
cost clt rluinp husinesr." he sairl. 
hv PrcsIry. 3 I~ar1c.r cri the rcsidrnts 

Q U U ~  that uncovvred thr viulalions, 
svokc in j;ivc~r of t h ~  prnpos.11 at f It< ~ C W S  

runfcrcnct but caUcd it "pinpoint reform" 
rather th;i11 swerping changc in t h t  wily 
dcvelopmr~t is rrgulatc~l or monitored. 

Still. \hr s a d ,  inrtra~ing the firles 
might crcate bottom-line p r r w r e  that  
would rallxr rleurhlupcr!: to t h i~ tk  twice 
ahlut cun.s?ructir~g h\~ildi!~g!'s in violztitin 
cf rorling rqp~ la t ion+  o r  site plans. O U  the 
pin is pushed whrn ntrrled. tllcr. it will bc 
cfircti?cp." dlt, saitj. 

Prc3ley alsu rlistrihulcd a statement 
iajing her presence should riut be con- 
strued ah supiiurt for "any one etcctcd offi- 
cial or candidate." add ing  in an interview 
that her g u u l )  was not endorsing cuuncil 
menlhrr Steven A.  Sdvcrm~n (D-At 
Large), a cdndidatc far county executive 
who joined Brnnrott yesterday. 

Silvcrrrian, who has Ion2 enjoyed cam- 
paign >upport from develupers, has lo!~dlg 
called for reform of th? county's nversighl 
of development. 

A, rhair~ilan cf the council's Planning, 
H o u s i n ~  and Econumic Develop~~cnt 
Ganrruttce, he has hwn in a pusition lo 
moni tur how ihe plai~ning department. 
tegulatcs buddon. Since the CIarksI)url: 
scanda; broke, his curnrnittec has held bi- 
wfekly "ovprsight" wasiuns with cuunty 
planners. 

Cclur:tv Executive Dougl~s M. Duncan 
(I)), a canddatc lor R O V w l U r  who also 
has rched cln support Itclrn dcveiupers, 
sa:d in a statment yesterday that Rron- 
roit's h ~ l l  "addresses a key shurtcurning" 
in the Planning Huarrl s powers and 3p- 
ldauded thq prupwd increase ill fin?>. 

At prcsent, hlontgomerfs Planning 
Uoard can levy fines as high as $500 a riu 
lation, with each day of the violationcoun- 
ting as a s ~ y a r a t e  uffrnse. Under Brtm 
rutt's propolial, the hoard could apply a 
rnax im~n~  fine of $50U,000 f a  r d d i  vio- 
lation or $1,0(Hl a day per violation. 
whirh~vcr is higher. 
1 land.use expert said it i s  unusual lor a 

planning howd o r  agency tu 11a~~e ~ h -  
poena powers but said it makes sense, es- 
prciaUyil thepowcrs woulJ used whcn 
a bnard is  attempting; to investigate an d- 
Ipg~r l  vin1atio:i. 

"Thcse eniorccnwnt action. are fact- 
spthcific, 3nd i j  you don't have ;ill th t  facts, 
you can't really makc a decision," said Stu- 
art  Meck, dircctor o f  Kutgvrs University's 
Center fur  Government Servicrs and a co- 
author oi rnrdcl zanirlg drld planning leg- 
islation for the .4merican Planning Assaci- 
afion. 

Meck u i d  !ha1 the proccsa of issuing 
permits for land use is bccomi~ig more for- 
mal across t h ~  nation as more interest 
g b u p s  seek a vuicr in the regulat~on ul 
drvelopmrnt . 


